                                                  A History of The Avalons

The Avalons (formerly Sh-Boom) had its birth in 1987 when two fellow broadcasters at an oldies station had a conversation about a show they had promoted the night before.  They compared notes about the bands, plays, and stage shows they had been involved in through the years and decided they could produce a great show. And 50’s and 60’s Rock ‘n’ Roll was one of their passions.  They met a local musician who produced custom show tracks for singers and theatre groups.  The track music could create the sound of the original artists and provide the full orchestral sound associated with many of the hits of the 50’s and 60’s with a quality far superior to the usual karaoke or performance tracks.   They decided that they wanted to be a show with all the entertainment elements…costumes, choreography, audience participation and wacky humor, instead of just another band that played oldies. Two additional members were added to help recreate all the great sounds of the great oldies artists.  A wacky comedy style evolved along with the music…and their great 4 part harmonies were complemented with one zany bit after another.  

Their show was so much fun that a broad following of fans rapidly developed. Sh-Boom was a hit.  They performed for the Holiday Inn circuit and clubs, dinner theatre, and local festivals.  Within a few years, they were headlining at fairs and festivals around the midwest and east coast.  They were soon opening for scores of legendary artists like The Temptations, The Four Tops, Paul Revere and the Raiders, and others.  A four day engagement at Springfest in Ocean City, Maryland, landed them a long term association and even more opportunities to open for acts like The Beach Boys, The Smothers Brothers, America, Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons and even country acts like Mary Chapin Carpenter, Colin Raye, Marty Stewart and dozens of others.  They found themselves on nationwide talk shows, performing on cruise lines, for corporate events, fundraisers, and concert and arts venues.  Everywhere, they left audiences applauding their great harmonies, howling at their wacky comedy, and praising them for recreating so many warm memories of the 50’s and 60’s.  They commanded standing ovations wherever and whatever the venue.  

     One of the more unusual aspects of their success?  These were not kids, but men in their 40’s intent on approaching their passion as a business…a business designed to appeal to not just baby boomers, but everyone…especially families.  In 1994, their passion finally took them full-time.  They gave up established and lucrative careers to do what they most loved.  Life on the road led to inevitable personnel changes and the option of a live band was added in 1998.  In 1999, in an attempt to “grow”, and after a name change, the group split.  One original member continued with the act while Tom Caldwell reunited with Greg Couch another original founder of the act.  They added former lead singer Gary Royse and later Phil Snell to form “The Avalons.” They vowed to take the act back to the elements that made them so great and that audiences love so much.  Since then, “The Avalons” have continued to perform for fairs and festivals, concert and arts venues, and as an opening act for The Vogues, The Four Lads,

Tommy James and dozens of legendary artists. 

      In 2005 the original act (then called the Marquees) folded and a few of the members formed a new group called The Legends.   Tom Caldwell and Gary Royse agreed to go back and help out temporarily with that act, as well.  Six years later in 2011, the Legends closed up shop.  Gary Thompson, talented falsetto for The Legends and The Legends band joined forces with the Avalons to form the group as it exists today.  Tom says that in effect the act came full circle from the original act in 1987.

     The name changes and personnel changes of both groups have caused confusion all around.  

      But, fans and clients alike need to know the real “Sh-Boom” of Ohio still exists in the fun and excitement that is “The Avalons.” They are available with a live band, and even a full orchestra

based upon budget and the type of show clients seek…or they are quite affordable with tracks…any way you go…you’re gonna love the show!         

